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Reverend Sir, 


Ome time Since I heard yon opon Fer, g1. 9. We would bave hte« 
d wot 


ied Babilm, but ſhe wou bealed, &c. What change it hath» 
£7 wrought in me, I forbear to mention : Bur certainly Satan and the 
World fear they bave loſt, the one a ſubjef or priſoner, the other a 
or member ever lance 2 for whereas they never moleſted me former'y ; 
as if 1 were reſcued our of Satens clutches, that Lycn foams and roars, 
| beſtirs himſclf ro recover his lofle. 
And as for my old acquaintance, they ſo envy to ſee themſelves caſker= 
d, and ſo mortally hate ime, for that I wii! 19 lynzer continue miſerable , 
pr rue with them'( as 1 have done) tothe ſum? exciſſ* of riots x Per, 4. 4 
= -—— of my life, as the Jauthters of Heth did Rebc thab, 


Yeal of ſcoft at and (corned, both by Pareats, friends, and Enemics, 
atic not only hinders ae from doing the good I wou ud, or appearing the 
me I am ; bur ic almoſt beats me off from b=ing rel.gious back ro the world. 
And certainly he muſt be more -er the fleſh » that <22 conrentedly 
himſelf centemprible co follow C7 ; be ported ar tor firpularity g 
ure ſo many baſe and vile nick-name> ; have his Re: gion judacd hypce 
if he his godly ſimplicity, fillinz{3; his zeal, madne(s ; his conte: rue of the 
Id, ignorance ; his godly iorrow, dunpithieſs; and : he like m2! icious and 
ſchievous conftrut;ons made of whatſoever he ſpeatcs or dyes. For my 
I could berrer abide a ſtake { Gol allifting me) then the mocks, ſcotts 
| ſcorns, which every whete 1 arcer withall. It is dezth rome to be mock: ; 
it fared with Zed«hrab, Jer. 38 19. Nor is there above He, a greater pu- 
ent in my judgements then © become a Samiuey a ſabjett of ſcorn, as 
mpſox -( I doubr not) found, 4/c/b;ades profeſt, that ncithze the prolcrie | 
A pries 


ts 7" he tree SMBS, 

jon of his goods, ner his baniſhment, nor the wounds he received in his bod | 5; 

y, were ſo grievous te him, as one ſcornful word from his enemy Cteſpphox, ps 

Yea doubrlefſe our Saviowrs ear was mere painfully pierced, then either his | 6; 
or hands, or fcet. Ir could not but go deep into his ſoul, to hear thoſe $4: 

trer and girding reproaches from them whom he came ro ſave: Apgenerous | 


is more wounded with the tongue then wich the hand, de 
6s 
CHAP, 1TI. 
wſter.[Grant there is no ſuchrubig the way to Heaven as this ; Satan hath | yy 
nor ſuch a tried ſhaft in all his quiver : he gers more now by ſuch | 
diſcourapements, and the reproaches thar are caſt upon Religion, then he did | te) 
ormerly by fire and faggot ; for then the blood of the Martyrs, was found to be 
the [ted of the Church ; Others ( Phenix like) ſpringing our of their aſhes? | ty 
Whereas now, multigudes of ſouls are ſcoft out of their Religion by wicked | 
men; many being apt with Peter to deny their Religion, when they come in | ſei 
company with Chriſts enemics; and with David to difſemble their faith |; A 
when they arc amongſt Philiflines, leſt they ſhould be mockt, have ſo many | he 
frowns, and frumps and cenſures, and ſcoff ; be branded with that odious and | conf 
RKigmarical name cf an by-ocrite, &c, Yea S. Auſtin conteſierh, that he often | celle 
belied himſelf with fins which he never committed, left he ſhould be unac- | / 


2 


ceptable to his Finfull companions ; which makes our Saviour pronounce that 
max bleſſed that is not offended in bim, Matth. 11. 6, 

Bur for all chat, a wiſe man will net be ſcofc our of his Money,nor 2 juſt man 
flowred our of his Faith. The taunts of an Iſhmact ſhall never make an 1ſeae | ther 
our of love with h's inheritance, Yea for a man to be ſcoft our of his goods 
neſs by thoſe which are lewd, is all one; as if a man that ſeeth ſhould blindtold 
himſelf, or pur out his eyes, becauſe ſome blinde wrerches revile and ſcoff at 
him for ſeeing. Or as if one-that is ſound of limbs, ſhould limp or maim 
himſelf ro pleaſe the criple, and avoid his taunts; And know this, Thar if the 
barking of theſe currs, ſhall hinder us from walking on our way to Heaven 
it is a ſign we are moſt imporent cowards : Yet if our love be ſo cold rs Chriſty 
thac we are aſhamed for his ſake, to bear a few ſcoffs and reproaches from 
the world, it is evident we are but coumterteirs, ſuch as Chriſt will be _ 
of before bus Father and bis bly Angels at the Litt:y diy, Mark. 8 38. For for | 
\ the comfort of all that are frnglc and honeſt-hcarred, notwithſtanding all 
the ſcoff; and ſcorns of Atheiſts and careleſs wo: ldlings, all their perſwaſions 
and perſecutions, they thall both loſe their labours, and themſelves roo in the F 
end. Well may they intend, and alſo do their urmoſt ro flour us our of our 
Faith, that ſo they may ſlay us with death eternal, and ſpeed rhereatrer; ( As F 
God that regards not ſo much what is performed, as what was intended, and when | 
meaſures what we do by what we mcant to do; as inthe caſe of Abrahams of+ P's fat 
fering up bis ſon; and thoſe Fews who only thought they had killed Paul, Þ* Heg 
Afits 14 19. )but th:'y hall be no more able to hinder the ſalvation of any one [Yoce 
whom God hath choſen to his Kjngdome of grace and glory, then Saul with his P42 be 
Courtiers could hinder David from attaining the promiſed Kingdow of Iſrath, {far t 
Pſal, 129-1, Rev. 13.8. The windes may well refſe the ſpip wherein Crip" y0u 
i) bur never overturn is If Cbr5ſt have but once} pofſcſt the affeRions, there Þv 13) 
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|  |'%s no diſpoſſeſfing him again. The League that Heaven hath made,HeB wancs 
pewerto break. Who can ſeparate the conjunRions of the Deitie > Ybous 
64d did predeftinate, ſaich Paul, them be alſo called ; and whom be called, theng 
hr alſo juſtifped ; and whom be juſtified, them he alſo glorified, Rom, 8.30, They 
fall ſooner blow up be# with trains of powder, then break the chain of this 
dependent truch, No power of men or devils is able to withſtand the will of 
God, ic ſhall tand firmer then the firmament. 

A fire inthe heart overcomes all other fires without; as we ſce in the Afare 

ks | ty which when the ſweet do@rine of Chrift had once got into their hearts 

\ {i could ner be got out again by all the rorments that wit and eruclky could 


d deviſe. 
e } CHAP.1IIT, 
2 P—D how ſhould I a zovice, a punic, a whitelivtr , ſhake off this 
flaviſh yoke of bondage and fear in which Satan for the pre» 
in | ſeat holds me 2 
th |; Minifter, By well obſerving what the Scriptures in this caſe hold forth for 
yi ke encouragement of all chat thus ſuffer. I will commend to your ſerioug 
xd | conſideration only fix things, and I pray minde them well ; for /irgil moſt ex- 
en | cellencly and profundly, couples the haunviedge of cauſe, and the conqueſt of 
c- | fears rogether. 
at | Firſt obſerve, that grievous temprations and perſecutions , do always ae 
mmpany the remiflton of fins. That all men as Auſtin ſpeaks, arc ncceffis 
an [ated co miſcries, who bend their courſe rowards the Kingdom of Heaven : nei= 
we |thercan Gods love be enjoyed without Satans diſturbance. Yea the world 
od» | 1nd the devill therefore bate us, becauſe God bath choſen us, If a convers 
old |tomes home, the Angels welcome him with ſongs, the devils follow him with 
wror? and fury, his eld acquaintance with {corns and obloquie, as you ſuf 
Kiently fiade, Godly men are thorns in wicked mens eyes, as Fob was in the 
evils, becauſe chey are good, or for that they are dearly beloved of Gods 
if « mans perſon and ways pleaſe God , the world will be diſpleaſed with 
dath : whence we are ſo often foretold and forewarned of it, that we may be 


om |hhe detrer forearmed and prepared to entertain it : All that will live godly int 
med |nft Zeſur, ſhall ſuffer perſecutions 2 Tim.3. 12, Te ſhall be bated of all men 

for jd nations for my Names ſabe, Manh-10. 22, and 24. 9. Bebold I ſend your 

| all 19th, as ſheep i the midſt of wolves, Marth. 10.16, aud many the like, Whence 
zons [lo choſe many and ſtrong encouragements in the word, which may ſerve as 

the many flaggons of wine, to comfort and ſtrengthen us againſt whatſoever 
our Þ* meet withall in the world : Bleſſed are they that ſuffer perſecution for righe | 

( As Pruſarſſe ſake, ſor theirs is the Kingdome of Heaven, Matth 5.10. Bleſſed are @ | 
and ven men ſhall revile you and perſetute you, and [ay all manner of evill againſt. _ 


s of- P'% falſly for my ſake. Rejoyce and be exceeding glad, for great is your reward 
Paul, Þ® Heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets which were before you, Vet-2r1, 124 
one [Ujoyce, inaſmuch as ye are partakers of Chrilts ſufferings ; that when bus glory 
; his P42 be revealed, ye may be elal alſo with exceeding joy. For if ye be regroach= 
rael, [for the Name of Chriſt, happy are ye. For the ſpirit of glory and of God refieth 
rife iu you, which on their part us cvil ſpohen of but 03 your part 1s glorifiedss Petgy 
þert PV 13) 144 Lo hgrs is (ears cnpughy for al thay fy vc fevils can do ws 

& a gan 


4 'A;Leaf from the woe of Life, 
gainſt'us 3 which, hath made thouſands even ambRiows co imbrace the flames: 
Your cruclty is eur glory, ſaid the Martyrs in Ter:ulGans time to their perſe. 
Ccutors for the harder we are put to it, the greater ſhall our reward be in 
F Heaven, Itis to my loſs ( ſaid Gordius the Martyr) if you bate me amy thing 
of my ſufferings : See more Phil. 1.28,29. Rev.z13- 

And {o much to they, that he refuſerh to be an Abel, whom the malice of 
Caia doth nut exerciſe, as Gregory ſpeaks : For it is an everlaſting rule of 
the Apoſtle, He tbat #5 bory after the fiſh, will an; a bim that is born after 
the ſpirit (Gal. 4.29.) nor becauſe he ivevill, bur becauſe he is ſo much bers 
zxer then himſelf, 1 Foha 3.12.Bccaufe bis life us not like other mens, his ways are 
of anoiber faſhions Wild. z-15- 

CHAP. Iv. 
GEcondly conſider, That as we arc every where in the word forewarned 
of ir, ſo ir is not our caſe alone ; for ſearch the whole Bible over, and 
ſhall nor finde one holy man mentioned, without mention of ſomething 
ie ſuffered from ungodly men ; as it were eafie to inſtance, how Abel, Lat, 
Noab, righteous men ; Abraham the father of the faithful ; Iſaacs Facob, foleph, 
Patviarchs and Fathe:s of the Church 3 meek Moſes, upright Samuel, Zob that 
none-ſuch, all the Lords Prieſts, Propbcts, Apoſites , yea the harmlefle Babes , 
and our Sa:rour Chrit himfclf did ſeverally ſuffer from wicked #nd ungodly 
mien: Y-a never man came to Heav!n, bie firſt he paſt through this Purge» 
tory. God had cone Sen without fin, bur never any one withour ſuffering, 
Which makvs cur Saviour fay, it's be to you when all men ſpeah well of yu, 
thar is, when evill men ſpeak well of you ; for ſo did the Jews of the fu 
Prophets, Luke 6 26. Wherefore marvel not though the world bate you, as 

Jobn ſpeaks, r Job. 3-13. Kerther count it ftrange, as St, Peter hath ir, concer« 
wag: the fiery triall, which is amongſt you to try you, as though ſome ſirange 

© thing were come unto you, 1Per, 4. 12. For Chriſt and bis Groſſe are inſe 
ble, Luk x4. 27. Whence that diſtintien of Luther, that 4 1" pen is 4 
Croſſe-bearer, He: that will be my diſciple, let bim take up bis croſſe daily and ſub 

low me, Luke 9, 23. and 14. 26, 27. 
CHAP, V. 

T Hirdly, Ne hope it ſhould be otherwiſe, fince God from the beginning 
-** the Creation, hath preclaimed a War cnmity and ſtrife , berween the 
wicked and the godly : Did you n:ver read that Scripture, Gen, 3. 15. where 
God himſelf faith to the Serprat, I will put enmity between thee 2nd the we- 
man, ani bitween thy ſied and her ſerd ; be, or ir, ſha! bruiſe thine heady and 
» tbou ſhilt braiſe his becl, Where by the ſerpentts ſeed are meant the whole 
neratian'of wicked men; ard by the womans ſtcd, Chriſt and all his men- 


[recalled 1pints, a generation of wipers, and cb:1dren of the Devil, 
March.29%3. John 8.44 1 John 3-10. And as this war was proclauned it 
Paradiſ,even in the beginning of time, (or1ginal fin, being the original & 
this dilcord) fo it thall continue to the end «F all time : When rime, faith 

ne,"*gan, this malice firſt began, nor will it end bur with the lateſt man. It 


"Tas; q 
rprerers concludes and other Scriptures make cleer, where wit 


».an ev;:;alling Aft of Parltament, like a Statute in Myra Charta, Whit 
& ic next thing 1 would commend to your ſcrious conſideration 3 And thit 
y 


ſor 
F 


j therewith to bes! rhe \Nation, * OP 
rn you may be the berter confirmed therein, ſee how according 'to the Lords * 
Y. iQtion or proclawation, there hath bcen & perpetual war, enmity and 
, ife in all ages paſt, is now and ever ſhall be, berween Satan and Chriſt, 
US | and their Regiments the wiched and the godly. / 
For proef whercef I could produce teſtimonies and examples innumerable 


| yr there being ſcarce a page inthe Bible, which doth not expreſs or imply ſome- 
frer what touching this enmity. Bur that 1 mey be brief, and becauſe ex- 
ts unples give a quicker impreflion then arguments, I will onely give you an ig- 


are | fence in every Age. As 

Firft, & begin with the firſt Age, viz. the old World before the fl cd. We , 
read of this mortal enmicy and ſtrife between Cadu and Abe!, r John 3. 12, 
$ccondlyl, after the Flood, before the Law berween Eſau and Zacob, 6 & 
and | inthe womb) the more plainly ro ſhadow out this enmity, Gen. 25 22:23. and 
after they were born, Gen. 27. 41. Thirdly, After the Law, before Chriſt , 
Lot, berween Dorg and the 85. Prieſts which hz flew with the edge of the ſword, 
oh, x Sam. 2:2.18,19. Fourthly, Since the Goſpel, in the rime of Chrif, and his 
po Apoſiles ; this enmity ſo manifeſted it felt nor only in the Gentiles, bur in 
the Zews, Gods own people, who firſt raiſed thoſe perſecutions again? Chritt 
Wly end his members ; that having beheaded Jobn P:ptift his harbinger, and 
' euciked himſelfthe Lord of life : We read that of a!l thegrivelve, none died 
ng | & natural death ſave only $. lobs, and he alſo was baniſhed by Domntira ro 
Patmos, and at agother time thruſt inco a Twn of ſecth+ng op! at Rome, as Tey= 
tullian and S. Hirrome do report : See Ads 7. Fr,to 60.and 12. 1.19 5. Rom. 
& 36. lobn 21.18, 19. Filthly, After the Apeſiler, if we conſider the refidue 
of the tex Por ſecutions ra:ſcd by the Komans agtinſt the Ciriſtians, which 
enge | as for three hundred years till the coming of godly Conſtantine, we end-thar 

under Diosleſian, ſeventeen thouſand Chriſtians, were lain in one monerhy a= 

| wong® whom was Serenz the Empreſs alſo. Ycayinder him and nine other 
[7 Empere:s, there was ſuch an innumerable company of innocent Chiſtians 

* | put ro death and tormented, that S. Hievom inh's Eviftle ro Chromatives and 
Heligdo!us (aith, There is no one day in the y:ar, unto which the number of 
g of five thouſand Martyrs might not be aſcribed, except only the fu day of 11» 
the | #847), Yea there was two thouſand ſuffered in the fame place and at the 
lame time with Nicang', As and Monumeats, 22t 32. who were pur to the 
moſt exquiſice deaths and torments, that ever the wit or malice of men or 
and | &vils could invent to _infli& upon them) and all for p:otcfling the faich of 
Chriſt, and being holy : which makes S. Pax! cry outs 1 think that Gad batb 
ſt forth us the laſt Apoſtles, a5 mcg appornted to death | 1 Cor. 4 9 
q ' 


—l— 
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CHAP. VI. m_ 
Clxthly, Frem the Primitive tim:s and infancy of the Clurch hitherto 3 the 
1] off Twhkand the Pope have 2tcd their parts in ſhedding the blond * of the 
aith Saints, as well as the Fewes and $aman Empovouns ; wo iching which I will ce- 
ſe] fer you tothe Book of As and Manwn'nts; and & wo. 17, The whore of Baly- 
hich] (#8 was drunk with the blood of the Saints, ad with the blrod of the Martyrs of 
that liſos, ver.6, Which in vart was fulk!led in Enrlrnd indo: ye re-gn 0. Quecn 
y Mary; and in France, where before many lace bloody Mallacres, there were 

A 3 more 


A Liaf from the tit of Life , 

more then two hundred thouſand who ſuffered Martyrdom about Tranſubſlate 
fiation : See Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, lib, 6. cap.4» 5316. But hs 

Seventh'y, To come torheſc preſent times wherein we live : Is it PO ble 
for a man to live a conſcionable and unreproveable life ? abſtain from 4/43 
ſenneſſe, ſwearing, prophaning the Lords day, ſeparare himſelf from evill com- 
panyb: zealous for the glory of God, admonifh others that do amiſſe &&c. with- 
out bcing traduced,calumniated,hared,flandered and perſecured for the ſame? 
No it is nor poſſible : for if our righteouſneſie doe bur exceed the rightcouſ- 
neſs of a ſwearer, or a drunkard, we are ſure to be perſecuted for our righteoul- 


his. If a man walke according to the rule of Gods Word, he is too preciſe ; 
if he will be more then almoſt a Chriſtian, he is curious, phanraſtical, fat» 


xit of d.\honour and ſhame. Yea in theſe times nor to be an Atheiſt, or Pa» 
piſt, is to be a Fanatick : as how common a thing is it to wound all holinels 
under the name of Fanatick, a name ſo full of the Serpents enmity, as the 
egge of a Cockatrice is full of poiſon ? What ſhould I ſay? the World is grown 
ſo much knave , that 'ris now a vice ro be honeſt. © the deplorable condity 
on of theſe times! Even the Devil himſelf durſt not have been ſo impu* 
dent, as to have ſcoft at holineſs in thoſe apcient and purer times ; bur now 
I could even fink down with ſhame, ro ſee Chriſtianity every where ſo dif 
countenanced : Our very names come into few mouths, cur of which they 
rerurn but with reproaches. Amongſt the reſt of our ſins, © God, be mexrci- 
Ciful ro the contempr of thy Servants. 

Eightly, For the time ro come: Ir is like not only to continue, bur the laſt 
remnants Of time arc ſure ro have the moſt of it ; becauſe as in them love ſhall 
wax cold, Marth.24. 12. ſo as loyz groweth cold, contention growerh hor. 

More exprefly the Holy Ghoſt foretells, that tn the laſt dayes the times ſhall bt 
ptrilous, and that toward the end of the world, there ſhall be ſcoffers, falſe at- 
Euſers, curſed ſpeakers, fierce, deſpiſcrs of them that are good ; and being (teſhly, 
not baving the ſpirit, thy fhall ſpeak evill of the things which they underſtand 
wot :; an1 thas many [hill follow their damnable ways, whereby the way of truth 
ſhall be evil ſpoken of. And that as Fannes and Fambres withſlpo#d Moſes, ſo 
theſe alſo ſpall reſeft the truth, being men of corrupt mindes, reprobate concernng 
the far bybring bi{ove of old ordained to condemnation.s Tim-3.1.t0 13. 2 Pet. 
- and 3.3, Jude 4-10. 16518, 19. And ſo much of the third particular. 


CHAP. VII. 
Ovrthly, It woilld be confidered, that what you ſuffer is far ſhort of what 
others ve ſuffered before you ; for whereas you ſuffer a little rongue-per- 
ſecution, your betrers and ſuch as the world was not worthy of, have ſuffered 
erurl mockings, and [courgings, bonds, and Impriſonments ; were floned, ſawn 
aſunder, tempted,ſlain with the ſword : endured the violence of fire ; were rackt, 


Sh 'ns, and goat 5(4ns, deſiitute,affiifted, and tormented ; Not accepting delive- 
rance, that they might obtain a better reſurrettion, Hebr. 18.35, to 39. Yea» turn 
pyer Eccicfaftical Wrſc0'yz and you ſhall finde that ſome of the #1Yarty's war; 


* neſs, 2s Abel was perſecuted of Cainz becauſe his Sacrifice was better then ' 


ous, and fhall be mocked with the Spirit, as if the Spirit of God were a Spis ' 


—_ 


"_ 


wand about in deſtits and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth, in ſheep} 


— 


| mured againſt Moſes and Azron, Numb. 1. 1, and 14-233. Sixthly, To cen 


' of Antiochia and Iconium did P 


therewith to leal the Nation, 


ed, ſome crucified, ſome beheaded, ſome thruſt thorow with ſprars, ſomg' 
with fire,ſome broiled,ſome brained ; with many the like, and worſe kig 

of death : for we read of ne lefſc then twenty nine ſeveral deaths they were 
unto, Bur co clear your ſight, lle give you ſome particular inſtances of the ſe 
yeral wayes that the beſt of Gods people have ſuffered before you, 
Firſt, You ſhall finde that it hath been the manner of wicked men, our « 
this enmity, to envy the vertuous and good eſtate of the godly : a5 Cain envied 
Abel, Gen, 4- 5. Secondly, To comemn their ſuppaled mean eſtate, as San= 
ballat, Tobiab, and Gerſhom, with the reſt of that crue contemned Nebemials 
and the Fewes, Nchem.4.1,2,3- Thirdly, To rejoyce at their ſuppoſed evill 
eſtate; as the Princes of the Philiftins did at Sampſons blindneſs and bondagey 
om, 16. 25: Fourthly, To hate them, as all carnal men hare the members 
Crit, Marth, to 2 2- Fiftly, To murmucre againſt chem as the 1/raclites mu 


ſure their a&ions, and miſconſter their intentions, as Elzab did Davids ze 
for Gods glory, in fighting with Goliaby x Sam. 17.28. and thoſe wicked onery 
his faſting and moyrning, Pſal.35.13,to 17. Seventhly, By carrying ales of 
them unte others,as Pore did to Saul of David and Abimeleck,1 Sam.22.9,10s 
and the Ziphims, x Sam.23.19,20. and 26.1. Eightlys To perſwade and giv 
diveliſh counſel co others like themſelves to perſecure them ; as the Princes and 
Rulers did to Zedehiab the King againſt Jeremiah, Jer, 38- 44 Ninthly, Te 
ſcoff ar them, as 1ſhmael ſcoft at 1ſaac, Gen.z1.9. Tenthly, To nick-nam 
them, as the Fews did Paul, ARts 24-14- and all the Diſciples, 1 Cor.q.go1c 
Elevrenthly, To revile and rail on thera, as the Jews did upon Paul and Bar 
nabas, As 13. 45+ Twelfthly, To raiſe flanders of ther as thoſe wickee 
men ſlandeicd Naboth, confirming the ſame with an Oath, i Kings 21. Thir 
teenthly, To curſe them, as Go/tab curſed David, 1 Sam. 17. 43+ and alſo She 
Mei, 2 Sam-16.7,to 15, Fourteenchly, To threaten them, as all the men 
Sodom did Lot, Gen. 19.9. Fiftecnthly, By ſubrilty co undermine them in 
talk, that they might berray them ; as the falſe Propbets and other enemies 
of the truth undermined Feromded, ſecking eve y way to deſtroy him, Fer.x 
18, &c. Sixteenthly, By uſing ſcornful and diſdainful geſtures ro deſpigh 
th: ; as Goliah againſt David, 1 San, 17. 4t- and alſo thoſe wicked ones 
Plal.22. 7. 13. and 35. 16, and 109. 25. Seventecathly, To wichſtar 
and contrary the do&rine which they are commanded by God te deliver : 4 
Elymas the Socerer withſtood Paul and Barnabas in their preaching, Ads ry 
8. Eighteenthly, To combine themſelves rogether and lay divelliſh plors 
deftroy them ; as Demetrius with the reſt of the Craftſmen conſpired e 
death of Pauls companions, ARts 19. and likewiſe more then forty of the 7 
which bound themſelves by a curſe, not to eat nor drink till they bad tilled Pal 
in which conſpiracy the chief my wece likewiſe aſſiſtants, Adts 23. 1235 13 
14 Ninetcenthly, To impriſonthem, as the malicious Prieſts did Feremiat 
Jer. 36. 5- Twenticth, To ſtrike them as Zedekjab the falſe Propher ftrook 
Micaiah x Kings 22 24, Twenty one, To hurt and maim them) as the Fews 

yo As 14.19. Twenty two and laſtly, T 
ſay them, as 7cxabrl did all the Prophets of che Lord ſhe could finde 
1 Kings 18, 4. 

A 4 CHAP 


' if Lavif View the wr of Life, 
CHAP. yi. oy 
N Ow to ſpeak nothing in this place of the diverſicy of deaths and torture Þ__ 
that millions of Martyrs have ſuffercd for proſeſring of Chrifls Nami FY 
gnd keeping of a good Conſcience, though thoir ſufferings were nothing, 1 
either to whar their fins had deſerved, er ro what their Saviour had done |. 
and ſuffered for them ; for he endured many a lirtle denth all his life for our k 
fakes, and at length that painful, ſhameful and curſed death of the Crfſe ; yet & 
h: ſuffered every one of theſe two and rwenty ways before-mentioned, ks 
that from his own countrymen and kinfolks, yes of the Chief Prieſts, Scriber oy 
and 

Jul 

Lea 

KK 


and Phariſees, who were teachers and expounders of the Law, and which ſate 
in Moſes chair, For he was Envied, Matth, 26.15, Contemaeds Mar. 12.24. and 
13. 55. Kejuyerd at ip his miſery and diſtrefle, Matth.zy.29. Hated, Job.7 5 
Myrmured againſt, Luke 15.2. Had dis aftions and intentions miſ-conſtrutd , 
Matth.11.19. Had tales carried of bim, Marth. 12.14 20d diveliſh connſe gis 


v1 againſt him, Marth, 27. 20, was ſteffed at , Matth. 27. 42+ Nicknamed g = 
Mart), 13. 55. Keiled on, Luke 23. 39, Slandertd, Marth, 28- 13, Curſtds | - 
Gal.z. 13. Thrcatned,John 11. 53. Undermined im talk char they might accuſe | _, 
him, Matth.22.15, They uſed d:ſdainful geflures before him, Matth. 27. 299 | |, 


39. Biikſtogd him in bis preaching, and comraried his doRrine, Luke 5, 31+ | 
Matth. 9 34. Combined together and laid diveliſh plots to deſtroy him. Maf.1te | c 
14: Took him priſoner, Manth. 26,57. Smore dien,Lutio 22.64. Hurt and wound» | 

ed bim, Matth. 27.29. John 19.34. Ard laftly, they put bim to death, Mart. 27. in 
35. Apd whyallthis? nor for any evi! they found in hina, for their own words 


are, He bath done all things well, Mark 7.37. He hath done, ſuch was his pow - 
er : 3! things, ſuch was his wiſdom : well, {ich was his goodneſs : and yet | ,, 


Crucihed, and every way abuſed he muſt br, Bur it was for his zeal, purity 
and holineſs, and becauſe his life and p:aRice was clean contrary to theirs 3 | gy, 
his doftrine too pewerfull and pure for ſuch carnal hearts to infbrace or en» 
dure, Now caſt 'p thy Recezts, and compare them with thy deſervings ; lcok 
upon thy deliverance trom the fire of b(U/ : Yea, look but upon thy fufferings $ 
fing'c, and thou ſhalt finde them nothing, tro what thy ſellow Saints,and Chri ft 

thy Elder brother hath ſuffered before thee, Ara Lions Den, or a fiery ſwrnacts 
not ro turn tail, were ſomerhing worthy a Chriflian, Yea compare thine own 


eſtate with thipe enemies, and thou ſhalt ſee yer greater cauſe ro be nor only | 4 
patient, bur thankful. For if theſe ſcoffs and flouts of men like thy ſelf are fo , 
prieveus totheczhow will thine and Gods encwics indure thoſe mocks and flows | |, 
of the divels in hill? hew will they indure that drvouring fire, that evolaſig | , 
biurniagglſa.33:14 Plab68.21. And the way net to repine at thoſe above ns,isto | 
Jock at thoſe below us. Bur leaving the application untill the concluſion; | 1 


CHAP.IX, im 
or hin Prater bur ſerionſly, ho they ave, that hare, ſcoff ard jcer you, | x, 
and that have perſecuted the Saims before you and mockt at helinef+; and 

this may ſerve exceedingly to ſt ppert you 8pairſt whatever you ſhall hear of | (|, 
fecl tium them. As fiſt, Whar is their Charadter tn Scripture ? are they not 
vech astheſe } A cempary of hypecr iter, Pſal. 35, Hypocritical morhiys, v.16. 
> c:uc of Drunkaids: I ſal. 6g. 1 am 7 ſong of the Drunkards , veil. 13. 
a 


| IIIEIOR . _ ”_ — 


whorewich to heal the Netws 


fort of vicious perſons, fellowing their lufts, 2 Pet. 3. 3- There ſhall rome 
ers, walhing after therr own li fis, A company of abjce perſons, Plal.35. 
v5, like thoſe exrezes, ARts 17, Liwd {ullows of the baſer [rt ver, 5- A rout 
prophane, godlefi, irreligtens Atheifls and ignorant _ that do no more 
know the power,zthen Twks and Heathrns know the truth of ecdlineſs,P/al.14. 
1,tos. And it va fhrewd (uſpition, thar he who is « #* $f is 28 Atheiſt > | 

I well becomes him co mock at KiWwgion, that denics © God : And it is Evie 
dent enough that he degies & Gon, that mecks ar gedlincfic. Pur feccndly | 
Experience ſufficiently acquaigts 1s what they are , and the Cxampi's bee 
fore rehearſed ; for ſuch as Cain, andihe Sedomitis, and Iſkmatl, and Eſauy 
and Hawany and Eliab, and Goliah, and Michal, and Dorg, and Sh1it, and 
Rubſhehrb, ond Abab, and Ferabe/, and Tebiah, and Sanballat, and Poſbur, and 
Zidehiaby and Herod, and Judas, and $, Pal before his converſion, ard 4- 
nanias the High Prieft, and Demetrius the flyer-(mith , and Alexander the 
Copper=ſmith, and Elimas the Sorcerer ; ſuch as theſe 1fſay ate the met» who 
| us do the like things that they did. Ard will any wiſe man ſtumble 
an Religion for ſuch mers jccfts and repioaches ? what berter cap te expe» 
ed from them 2 What ſaid the Orator ro Saluft ? It cannet be, bur he thar 
lives &y life ſhould ſpeak thy language; yea a man would chooſe his Relig» 
en by ſuch mens enmity, and it is a great henour ro Religion that jt hath 
ſuh adverſaties, For as the Primitive Chriſtians uſed to ſay when Nero 
| perſecured them 3 they that kaow him muſt needs thirk it ſome great goed 
which Nero ſo hated and conderaned; ſe every wiſe man will love Religion 
the better, and take it for a great honour to the Saints, that bypocrites, drunk- 
ads, titions ſollowers of their luſts, baſe and lewd fellows, gedleſſe Atheiſts y 
end blind Sexſualifis are her {cc fhrg adveriaries : Ard ſcarce do 1 know a ber- 
ter argument to perſwade to leve and imbrace it, then that ſuch men hare and 
deride it ; neither can it be the ne Religion, which is nor every where thus 

ſpoken againſt, 443. 2& 22, Bur 

CHAR KI | 

Slxthly and laſtly, Obſerve bur the 1exſons why they 65 ir ; 3rd this will ne» 

tably confirm and firepgthen you »painſt their 1c ff5 are {ccrrs. 

Convert, Have they any realcn far their ſo doing ? 

Miniſt. Not properly : For as the Prophet very often complaing, they ave 
mine enemies nithout a cauſt, and thiy bate me without 2 cauſe, &e, Pſal.39. 
7. and 69.4. though they preterded many cauſes. © they haveno juſt cauſe 
nor real to katecenſuc and Alarder ts a5 they do ; for noe vill deed can have 
a peed reaſcn; yer they de it not without mary by-reaſors ard lelf-«<nds. As 

Fiſt, The main ard moſt maretial cavulc v hy wicked ren foe morally hare? 
the gedly, Fd which breeds ſe rany quarrels. is the cortrariety of their na- 
tures; being 2% contra y one to the a A. as are God and the devil, the one be- 
ipg the children of God, and partoking of the ditine natuit, 2x brize one with the 
Father and the Sow, 2 Cor.6.18.Gal.3.26. Joh.1.13- ard 17.14421322. 2 Pcr.x, 
4 being ihe God in bolineſs, 1 Ver. 1.15. Prethien of, and bir'y axneard with 
(nfl, Row. 8. 17. 29. Members of bu bray,1 Cox.12. 29. Bent of bis bene, azo fliſh 
of bus fleſh. Eyh.s 30. baving bis ſpirit dweting in thim,Rom.$ 9,16.290d buwg 


Temples of the koly Ghoft, 1 Cor.6-19, Jam.1.18. Joh, 1-13. & 3.5.8. 1Jch-3 9, 
: And 


"ts 4 Lief from the tree of Life, | 
_ Andthe other being the ſeed of the ſerpent and children of the devil; and aho 
e of his nacure, as is plain by x Job. 3. 8, 10,12, 14. and 6. 70. andtfpo 
44+ Marth.13.38, 39. 2 Cor.4- 4+ 2 Tim-2.26, Gen. 3.15. and xy. 3. Eph. xffy t 
a, &c, Which being ſo, how is it poſſible they ſhould ever agree ; althoughſ 
God had+nor preclaimed an enmity between them ? For there can be no#4yith 
micy where there is no ſympathy ; no reconciling of the wolf and the lamh [pvc 
the winds and the ſea ; no nei rhood, no alliance, no conjunRion, ul viſe 
able ro make che curſed ſeed k: the ſerpes, and the bleſſed ſeed of the we mad 
man ever agree. For fire and water, light and darkneſs, beauea and bell anſhud 
net more contrary. ( man 
One Matt,cocbit).coc houſe,one educationzcould never make Cain and Abd} curl 
; accord, Zacob and Eſax, Iſaac and Iſhmact at one, Yea though they be ma[Pue 
and wife, parent and childe, yer if they be nor like, they will not like. 2 Cor.6, [of t 
£4 I5- As how many a zife is ſo much the morc hated, becauſe a zcalou} N 
wife ? how many a cbilde leſſe beloved, becauſe a religious childe ? how mas | pho 
ny a ſervant leſl: reſpeRed, becauſe a godly ſervant > And no marvel, for| then 
though they d.vell in the ſame houſe, yer they belong to two ſeveral Kings | ran 
doms : and albcirthey boch remain wpon earth, yer they are governed by wwe | was 
ſeveral Laws, the ones Burg«ſhi being in beaven, Phil. 3. 20. and the other | he d 
being a D*1izen belonging to hell ; as Iriſh men are dwellers in Ireland, bu! dan 
deninens of England, and governed by the Statutes of this Kingdom. | thou 
And indeed whar is the corporal ſympathy, to the ſpiritual antipathyg Can| was 
there be ſuch a parity between the pareut and the childe, the husband and the | rads 
wife, as these is a dil parity berween God and Satan ? no certainly. nv 
A wicked man can agree with all thag are wicked, be they Papiſts, or Twh 
or Athtiſts ; Prophane or Civill men; for all theſe agree with him in blind-| wen 
neſs and darkneſs, and are all ſeed of the ſame Serpent : but with ſincere} ligs 
| Chriſtians and praRiſers of piety he can never agree> the religious ſhall be ſare| mig 
of oppoſficion, becauſe their light is contrary to his darkneſle, grace inthe ont | &u4 
; is a ſecret diſgrace to the other, 
Yea let wicked men be at never ſo much odds one with ancther, yet they | wid 
will concur and joyn againſt the godly, A&s 6. 9. The Sadduces , Phariſs | the 
and Herodjans, were ScRarics of divers and adverſe FaRtions, all differing | ligi 
one frem another; yer all joyn rogether againſt our Saviour, Marth. 21. þ rule 
Merod neither loved the Fews, nor the Fews Herod, yer both are agreed t»| the 
yex the Church. Yea Herod and Pilateztwo enemics will agree ſo it be againk| dre 


Cbriſt z they will fall in one with anorher, to fall our with God. i 
Cby 
CHAP. XI. ”" 


N® is his of theirs an ordinary batred, but the moſt bitter, exorbitant, us | int 
limutted and implacable of all others. No ſuch concord , no ſuch di-] I a: 
cord, ſaith one of the Learned, as that which proceeds from Religion. He the | pent 
is upright in bis wayes, ſaith Solomon, is an abomination to the wiched, Prov. | bir f 
29 27: My name, ſayes Luther, is more odious to them, theh any tbief 0t| ſbak 
murderer; 2s Chrift was mocedeteſtable ro the Jews, then Barab.cs. And it] N 


was evident enough z for the Pope was ſo buſiz and het againſt Luthery tharke | cure 
gegleRed 9 195k to all Chriſtendom againk the Turt : which declared tack bu 


wherewith to heal the Nation Tv 
11d eaſier digeſt Mahometiſme then Lutheraniſme, The caſe of two many 
our daycs» in oppoling the Reformation. Behold, ſaith David, mne enemiesy 
they arc many; and they bate me with a cruel hatred, Pſal.25.19. Yeaz ſo 
dee! chat it makes their teeth gaaſh, and their hearrs burſt again» as it fared 
no #{yith thoie that ſtoned Stephen, ARs 7. 54. This made the truths adverſaries 
lamb, | pvc St.Panl ſtripes above meaſure,2Cor.z1 -23.And theHeatben Emperors rodes 
ay #/viſe ſuch cruel tortures for all thoſe thar bur profeſt themſelves Cbr1#ians, This 
* wk|aade {hab ſo hate Eliah, that there was not one Kingdom or Nation where be 
| an[hud not ſent to take away bis life, 1 King.18.10, And this made the Papife dig 
{many of our choice Miniſters our of their graves, that they might the bacree 
| Af; curſe chem, with Bell, Book and Candle. Yea ask from Eaſt ro Veſt, from one 
: max[Fule ro the others ſearch all records under Heavens if ever there was the like | 
87.6. | of the intended Powder-plot. 
alou} Neither does this hatred extend it ſelf ro this or that perſon alone, bur ro the 
ma* | whole generation of the gedly; as is well expreſt, Pſal. 83. Come tet us cut 
, for| them off {rom being a Nation, and let the Name of Iſrael be no more in Yemem- 
ings | rence, ver. 4.13 And the like we ſee in Haman, whoſe hatred to Mordecas 
' (we | was ſo deadly» that he thought it too little ro lay hands on him cnly, except 
ther | he deſtroyed all the Jews his people, that were throughout the whole Kzng= 
bu! dame of Abaſhueroſh, Eſth, 3. 5, 6. For the effeRing whereof he offered ten 
| thouſand talents of ſilver ints the Kings treaſury, ver.g.13- And of his mind |? 
Can| was Herodias, who preferred the head of Jobn Baptiſt before the balf of He- 
| the | rds Kingdom. And ſuch another was cruel Aruudale Archbiſhop of Canterbu» 
1, who ſwore he would not leave a flip of profeſſors in this Land. 
wh And the world is no changling, for this age hath but two many ſuch Ha« 
lind- | Bans and Arwndales, who ſo hate the children of God, that they wiſh as Ca- 
cere | ligu/a once did of the Romans, that they had all bur one neck, that ſo they 
fare] might cur it off ar a blow, were itintheir power. As why are not our Sax» 
; one | Euaries turned into Shambles ? and our Beds made re ſwim with our Bloods ? 
but that the God of I/racl hath croſſed the confederacy of Balack, and their 
they | wickedneſs doth not proſper. For their ſtudies are the plots of our ruine ; and 
"ſec | the beſt they inrend, is the deſtruRion and overthrow of Religion, or the re= 
ring | lgiows, or both, Mat. 24-9. Fobx 16.2, Yea, their enmity and hatred is ſo vi- 
« 244þ rulent and bitter, that were their power anſwerable to their wills and malicey 
d to] the brother would berray the brotber to death, the father the ſon, and the chil= 
ink | drex would riſe up againſt their parents, and cauſe them to die; the h:1#ſmas 
__ the kinſmasn, and the fricad againſt the friend ; only for proteſli 
Cimfts Name and being religious, as himſclf affirms, Matth.10.343 536. Luk, 
\| 21. 16,17. Neither is it ſtrange, for this was one of the ends of Cbr1fts coming 
24 | inte the world, as appears Matth. 10. 34,35. where himſelf ſaith; Thing not that 
dif-] 1 am come to ſed peace but the ſword : meaning between the ſeed of the ſer= 
the | pext, and the ſeed of the woman < for 1 am come t0 ſet a man at variance againſt 
'rov. | bir father, the daughter in law againſt the mother in law, and 4 mans enemies 
f or] ſball be they of bis own bouſhold, Luke 12.515 524 53. 
d it] Neither want we Prefidents of this : For by whom was upright Abel perſe- 
the | eted and (lains but by his own brother Cain ? who ſcefr at righteous Noaby 
the] but bis own ſon Cam 2? by whom yas that vertuous and religious Lady Bare 
| 478 , 


ud 
ads 
ph, 

| 


þ 4 Leof from the tree of Life, 4 
{S474 put to death, for imbracing the Chriftien faith, bur by her own Fathoh, 
—"Droſcorus > who made Serene the Empreſs a Martyr, for her faith in Chr. 
"bur her own hutband ,9444, ? who helped ro burn Bradford bur Bow be 
"whoſe Iife he had formerly ſaved ? And laſtly, By whom was our Saviour 
Chriſt bacaycd, bur by his ewn Diſciple Judas 2 


CHAP. XI: 

Emvert, WaHcrein oanſifts their ualikeneſs and contrariety ? 
Minifter. There be more differences berween the chi:dren of 
God and the children of the D*vil, then there are berween men and _ on 

Bue principally they differ in their judgem: #5, aff ions and aFions. 
_ differ in their judgements and affcRions, 1 have ſ2wn upon another oc- | 
100, How intheir aRions and practice (which occafiens the greateſt ſtrife |; 
and diſcord) I will ecquaint you as briefly as 1 can 
There is nothing more common then for all ſorts and kindes of men ty _ 
bate,ſcornyperſecute, reproach, rrviley accuſe, ſlander and condemn the religious ? 

becauſe their own works are evil and wicked, and the oth*rs good, boly pos , righ- 

 ebus. As wherefore 1:14 Cain his brother, ſaich S. Iobn, bur becauſe his own "S 
warks were evil, and b;s brothers goods x Joh.3.12. Why was Ioſepb accuſed Thi 
of his Miſtreſs for an adulterer, and thereupon commuted ro priſon, but 
bacauſe he would not be an adiilterer like ber, Gen. 39 ? yea it was his party 
Coloured coat, compoſed of all kinds of graces and bleflings, that formerly 
procured his brothrens hare, Wherefore was holy Davadpns himſelf complains | * 
almaſt in overy Pſalm, b44 in derifion, bated, flandered, rewaled, contemned,and ho! 
Wade a proverb and ſong of the drunkards, 4nd other wiched min which ſate in T 
Fbe gate ; bur becauſe he followed the things that were good and pleaſing wnt Ch 


God, and in bim put bis truſt, Pſal,tr-2, 2nd 22. 6,7,8 and 37 14+ and 69.1% foe 
'T112 AndlafQy (for I might be endleiſe in the proſecution of this) Why | | 

were all the juſt in Ss/omans time, bad in abomination, and mock: of the wiched? of 
bur becaufe they were u2right in their way, azd holy in their converſation, Pro.ug, ſer 
a7. Or thoſe numberleſs Martyr ,whoſe ſou's S. John ſaw under tve]Altar Rev, the 
6.9. b:Ked ? bur for the ord of Go t,axd for the teſtimony which they maintained? tha 


And theM:fter himſelf> not tor any evil as themſelys arc forced ro confels, Mar, Fa 
79.37. Which examples ſufficiently prove,that that great Dragon the D. wil, and 
| cheſe his SubjeRs, are wroth with none bur !»e woman and the remnaut of ber 

mo which beep the (\ommandemen's of God, ani have the teſtimony of Jeſus pet 

ev.12.17. All was quiet ar Epbeſus before $. Paul came thither ; but then 

gbere aroſe no ſmall ſinife «bout that way, As rg. 23.&c, A wolf Ries not upon 
a painced ſheep : we can with delight lovk upon the p:Ryre of a Toad: lr is your \ 
active Chriſtian that is moſt ſpighted and perſecured. Ashow many with I 
us may complain with Teremy, that b:c:uſe they live a god!y life themſclyes, be 
aud call uno otheys to dn the ſame, they are curſed of every ont, and cou ited con» h 
eentions, Jer.15.10. Ir faring with many as it d d with Caizes Selius, of whom 


the beathen were went © ſay,thar he was a good man, but he was a Chriſtian, | 
Yea let bur/a ſpark of fervent devotion break out in a fam. ly, all thereſt | |, 
arc up in clamours; as when bells 114g diſorderly, every one is ready with his h; 


ucket ro quench the fire ; difgraced be muſt be for a Puritan, Reowndbead, or 
Phanatich 


Far 
Chr 


theenenance. And the reaſon is, wherefoever Chriſt, comes, there will be 


Wherna:th to hea! the Natwont, = 


weaich , bur only by Laadiceans. Indifferenc #rives ro daincal our of 


wpobtion. # bin Chriſt was born, all Ieraſalem was troubled, and Herod cat 
the throats of all the children in Betblem ; ſo when Chiift is born in any many 
the ſoul is in an uprore , and Saran with his inſtruments 11e 1cady to kill in 
him every gocd motion, though it be aever ſo lirtlea babe, You cannot an= 

3 wicked man worſe, then te de well : yea, he hates you more bitterly for 
yh and the credit you gain thereby then if you had cheated him of hiis pa» 
gimony with your own diicredit, Whereas, if « man will but bear them com» 
pany in their ns, drink, ſwear, temporizc, contemn. holineſs, miſ-ſpend bis 


time, haum Taverns, play the gecd fcllew, ard do as the reſt do; he thall 
have the approbation and good werd cf the greateſt number. Yea if none 
would be preciſe in their aRions, nor reprove cthers for their evill courſes ;z 
if they would but be frophane and wicked, and make no bones of fa ; 
their malice would ceaſc, and we fhowld not have a Knuadbead or n Phayairch 
ball the world, 

Neither is Cbriſt a ſign to be ſpoken againſt of many in Babylon or Aſſyria, bux 
F many in [/racl, Luke 2.34. where Religion is profeR publikely : Tea when 
bacerity is wanving,the neerer the line with ary oppefiticn, the grearer eclipſt, 


The Gadarens bur —_—_— Chriſt co depurt ; bis own countrymen drave him 
our, and caſt him down headlong, Luke 44,29. And who was bis greateſt ene+ 
wy, bur his greateſt friend, even one of his bouſkcld Chaplains } and who 
buc Jeremics familiars watched for bis balting, 
| Yea common|y, vertue fares hardeſt from {uch ns ſhevld ard ſeem wo up- 
held her ; for the chief Perſccutors of Chriſt avd his followers, are net pre- 
feſt Atbesfts, or Turks , or Jr's, bur ſuch as kuid ſorue great place in the 
Church. Aad intruders __ other mens right, can endute any man how bed 
ſoever rather to live by chews then the ſervants «tf bim whera they intrude 
upon; as you way ſee, Matth. 21. 33, to 39. whetg thoſe farmers of the 
vaczard did got kill che theeyes, robbers and ſpoilers of the vineyard ; but the 
ſervants, yea and the ſon too ; and the end of all was, that they might rake 
the inhevicance. And indeed it hath been the complaint almoſt of all 
that have written that they have ſi.ffered woſt from ſuch as profeſt the ſame 
Faith and Religion with them, 

And ſo = rouching the main difference between the ſeed of the ſexs 
peat, and the ſced of the woman. 


CHAP. XlL. 


Piighe o on, and ſhew you that as they hate and perſecute whe gedl 
becauſc they do well, ſo likewiſe bccauſe they fare well, and'are accepre 
betore them, As why was Cain wroth with bis brother Abel, and after 
h.my as affirmeth the ho!y Gheſt, bur becauſe the Lord bad reſpef# uns 
and to his offering, but un's Cata and | is offering be had no reſpe Gen.g. 
Why did £ ſas hate / aceb, aud purpoſe to kill him, but becauſe of the bleſMi 
herewith his farher ble}. d him > Gep. 27. 41. Iſaac's bleflirg bred Eſax't 
hate, Again, whe:ctere &.d the Vlilfiines and 25:ggeþ enyie Iſacc 
"= 


og 


ſtop up his wells, and baniſh him from them, bur becauſe the Lord ſo abux 
dantly bleſſed Iſaac , as appears Gen, 26. 12.to 18- Wherefore did 
s Brethren hare himy not being able to ſpeak peaceably unto him, and after Swbe 
ſcll him into Egipt ? bur becauſc his father more favoured himzand they tearcd 
he fhould reign over themy Gen.37.4,to 9. If Zoſepb be his fachers darling, 
he is his brethrens eye-ſore. Wherefore did Saul perſecute Druid, and purs + 
ſuc after him from place to place to take away his lite, bur becauſe he was 
fo praiſed and preferred of the people before himſelf ? and the Lord was & 
with David, and proſpered him in every thing be took in band, 1 Sam. 18. It 
x3» 28, 29. Davids ſuccefſe is Sauls vexation ; yea, he findes not (© mich | 
ſcaſure in his Kingdome, as vexation in the proſperity of Div.d > And lat. 
y ( for | paſſe by the Elder Brothers envie in the Parable againſt h s younrer + 
Brother, when his Father ſo royally entertained him at his recurn, Lube 15.28, feth 
which is meant of the Jewes envying the Gentiles converiion, and man 
the like inftances. ) Why was Elzab wroth with his younger brother 2 x Sam, 
17. 28. but becauſe he ſhould be more exalted. And I doubr whether Ds 
vids brethren were more glad that Goliah was ſlain, or ang'y that he was 
flain by their brother : For envie is fick if her neighbour be well, and the 
mans honour isthe envious mans torment, as « fared berween Hamas 
and Mordecat ; as hereafter the glory of Chriſt ſhall add :s theſe Reprobates 
confuſion, when they ate driven to contels this is be whom we once had in de- | 
won, Luke 13+ 28. I might allo apply all this co many in our times. Ag 
why do many mens hearts riſe againſt cvcry holy man they mcet ? as ſome 
ſtomacks riſe at the fight of ſweer meats : Why do all drunkards and vitious 
livers hate the religious ? and ſo belch our their enmity and ſpleen againſt 
them, in raiſing and ſpreading of ſlanders as they do : bur although partly 
xo reſcue themſclves from contempt, and to procure a contiary eſteem by 
putting 2 foul,and ugly vizard upon vertue,and decking up vice in a gorgeous 
and comely attire; yer chiefly becauſe they partake of the divine #2ture, and are 
one with the Father aud the Son, John 17. 14. 21» 22. 2 Cor.s. 18. | mighty 
I ſay, be large upon this, and many the like, but I muſt only mention them, 


CHAP. Xly. Ln 

Econdly, Another cauſe is, their Ignorance : They ſhall hate and prrſtcutt |i/ger 
"" Jouz yea, they ſhall excommunicate and tiff you for my Names ſabe, faith [when 
eur Saviour to his Diſciples, becauſe they have not hnown the Father nor mes ud p 
Joho 16. 2, 3- and 15. 21. And again, th'y are as offence unto us, becauſe |uep, 
bey wnderſtaud not the things which are of God, but the things which are of men, | pd ti 
arth.16.23. And are deteived, becauſe they know not the Scripturesy net» |[tftiz 
the power of God, Marth. 22. 29. Luke 19, 42+ This the Apoſtle con» | T] 
ſeth to have been the cauſe of his perſecuting the Church, x Tim, 1. 13. | hor 
Whe ſo ſoon as he was enlightned with the ſaving knowledge of the truths |exan 
hanged his note, with his name, and preached that ſaith, which before he | vl, 
rſteuted. Yea, the moſt ugly and monſtrous wickedneſs, that ever was [inhi 
arched or brought forth into the world, calleth ignorance mother: Had | mad 
bey hnown (ſays the Apoſtle) they would not have crucified the Lord of glay, 
] Core 2.8, dis 3: 15, IT Father zſorgr c them, ſaith be of his —_— 
or 


_—_ 


now not what they do. And why have the Kzags of the earth, in aff ages 
Deities togetber againſt the Lord, aud el bis Chriſt, Pfal. Ns 
tbecauſe they knew him not ? Fob. 15, 3x, they ſee mo more then the bark 
thde of (piritual things, 3 $43,6.16. And the fleſh (Sarans ready inftru+ 
) will be ever ſugeſting to them ſtrange ſurmiſes renching what the Reli« 
» us cither ſay or do 3 as is evident by what is recorded of Michal, z Sam. 8. 
was big, of Nicodemus, Foh. 3.4. of Feflus, AR.36.24. and laſtly, of Pas! befors 
was Siconverſion, 1 Tim.1.13- 
12» | ltis the nature of ignorant and carnal men ( that walk after the fleſh inthe 
ch is of uncleanneſs, whom Saigx Petey calls brute beaſts, led with frſuclin) ts 
aſt. evil of the things which they underfland not, 2 Pet, 2. 12. eſpecially in 
2er "\wloing adts of zeal and picry» their opinion ſtill lights upon the worſt ſenſes 
28, fiethem in A#.2. who mocked the Apoſtles when they were filled with the 
ny flely Ghoſt, and hearing them ſpeak languages which they underſtood nery 
n, fried outs Theſe men are drunk with new wine, 
25 | Until we be born again, we are like Nicedemus, who fntw ut what it wat 
nas [ybe bores again, Job.z.4. Until we become zealous our ſelves, we are like 
he |ſefur, who thought zcal madaeſi, AFR.26.24- Until we be humble our ſelves, 
ax \weare like Michal, who mocked David for his humility, and thought him & 
eg for dancing before the Art, » Sam.6.16. Yeay to ſuch as ſhall periſh, or 
le- |xefor the preſcat in a periſhing condition, all Religion ſeems fooliſhneſs, 


As 107,118. 

ne CHAP. XV. 

Mm THirdly, They therefore ſpeak evil of us, and de all the evil they darets 

(t | us: Becauſe we will n# longer run with them to the ſame exceſi ofriat, as the 

ly |4eftle acquaints us, 1 Pet.q.4. When our affections like wild and mad horſes, 

dy [xe violently galloping ro Hel 3; if the Spirit of God by repentance, as with a 

us [hidle, 01 # rum, jerk and tu/ms them another way, yea» ſers them go. 

7e [ag as faſt in the xarr0w path towards Heaven : preſently thoſe our compani- 
in the broad way, ftand marvelling at us that we þteak off company, and 

yy to [ee themſelves caſhiercd. | 

The Iſraelites, were never ſet upon by Phayaeb and all his Forces, until 

vere got our of his land, So long as S. Paul Joyned with the High Priefts a 

e [|Eders, romake bavoch of the Church z he was ro whit moleſted by them $ bur 

h [yhen he became a convert, and preached inthe name of a none ſo hated 

, ud perſecuted as he. That great Dragon, the Devil, and his ſubjeRts wicked 

, 


wen, mahe war and are wroth with gones bur the Woman ( that is the Chureb } 
td the remnant of ber ſeed, which heep the Commandments of God, and bave the 
tefamony of Jeſus Chrift, Revel.12.17- 
The Accuſer of the Brethren makes choice of wicked men to traduce cheſy 
+ | whom he cannor ſeduce as he defireth ; as we may plainly ſce In our Savieurs 
} [ctample 3 who notwithſtanding he fulfilled all rightcouſneſs, and did all things 
* [vell, for in bis mouth was found no guile, nor fault in his manners, aor errour 
| [inhis doRrine, # bich of you ( ſaid he) can rebuhe me of fox ? Yet the world 
' |rraduced him for a Samaritan, a Blaſphemer, a Sorcerer, & wine-labber, = 
+ [enemy to Ceſar, and what nor ? 


Thus c&cy deal wkb vhs godly, as ſonagyjancs 8 þuR&full parſog will do by & 
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chaſte women, when he cannot rake away her honeft y, he will rake away bg 
cn ; brag of cffc@ing his will wich ber, when yer he could never have aley 
; cance Imro her company. Befides how ſhould thoſe cacmics of holine($17/ 
work their will upon us @ if they did not thus caft aſperfions upon, and accyſ$ jt « 
us, Mow fhould Naboth be cleanly pur ro deathyif he be nor firſt accuſed of bla jy 
rowy 2x Kings 21. 13. and the like of Joſeph, Eliab, Jeremiab, Suſaxx \ ng 
al, Steven, and cur Saviour Chriſt himſelf : Alas, they well know, ang put 
: 


theic Conſciences [pare nor te tell chem that the men whom they nick-namey gu: 
and aſperſe, arc honeſter men, and more __ then themſelves, as Pha on 
Yach was forced to gonfeſs rouching Meſts, Exod. 10.16, 27, And Sau! wu ] 
ing David? 1 $4w.26-21. yea I know they are perſwaded well of them, evewl i t 
when they ſpeak moſt ro the contrary, we know Pilate judged Chriſt guiley gle, 
lefſe, but yer ke pur him todeath, And Feſtus acknowledged thas Paul wed Ke: 
without crane, yet he left bim In priſon. I dare ſay Tertulfus knew that he the 
Wed,iwhen he called Paul 2 peſtilent fellow, &c. his conſcience could nor chuſe} / 
bur agſwer hims thou lyeſt in thy throat Tertullus, Part is an heneſter man} nou 
thea thy ſclf ; and the like of our accuſers at this day ; but malice regards nee| hop 
bow true any aceufation is, bur how ſpightful, I grant that in many caſa] wor 
they think as 4! of us, 8s they ſpeak and che reaſon is, when they want evi«| bac 
dence, thoir manner is to judge of us by themſelves3 as it fared with Ners,' ſee 
who verily beleeved that all men vvere Lividiniſts, becauſe himſelf was ſuch] Her 
an one; and indeed their own guiltineſſe isa main and uſual cauſe of _ tlc 


ecafuring and ſlendring us, for moſt commonly ſuſpirien prececcy from 4] pert 
ſelf defect , and x bad conftrution from a bad min kno 
Deceitfutl, ever will m'frufiſull be ; Pic 
Bat no diffruſt is ſound in honeflie, the, 


- And itis a rule which ſeldome fails : That as Cham was worſe then Nodl Set. 
whom he derided: and 1ſhmaet worſe then Iſadc whom he mocked : and Saf Nei 
worſe then David whons he perſecuted : and Zezabel worſe then Naboth whon| fon 
ſhe defamed and murthered : and Herod worſe then John Baptiſt wham he! whe 
beheaded : Se they that are wont to ſlander, jeer and perſecute others, hart' ts p 
themſelves more cauſe ro be jcered and judged by ethers, Experience ſuffice; Nei 
ently acqunints us what they arc, and the examples before rehearſed 3 And] or p 
will any wiſe man ſtumble at Religion for ſuch mens ſcoffs and repraaches?! the 


not 

1 CHAP. XVI. pen 
@urthly, Another Reaſon is, They know their glory and credir with thejto« 
world, is grearly eclipſcd by ſuch as exccll in veitue : Their vitious lives] whi 
are pleinly reproved, and their perſons moſt grievouſly ſhamed by the holy, whe 
ecoverſation of geod men, And this makes thera ſmut the face thar is fairer} his 
blemiſh honeſt mens fame by their cenſuring and nſperfions; that they way ſtlf 
| micriganc their own ſhame with others diſcredit like Potipbars wife they yer | 
read we are guilty, thar themlelves may be caken for innocent. And have(Sets 

| they not reaſon ſo to do ? Yes, for the abiter the Swan is, the more blachi the 
| abe Crow that is by her ; and how is a vitious perſon diſcredired and madeÞÞcfi 
concemptible, by the vertnous life of an holy man ? We know ſtraight linsſ&en 

| help co. ſhow the crooked, And it is cafic ro guelle, that Pharaobs far Kin 
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wherowith vo heal che Nation, I 
the'lean ones nvore ill favoured. A ſwarthy and hard featured viſage, 
not the company of clear beauties. Its n plain caſe, if the ay, 69 ſhoald 
fnand error muſt go down; Herod thought he could not Gag » - 
it Chriſt ſhould reign; And the Phariſces knew that they ſhould be de- 
f bla% fyſed, if Chriſt were reggrded, And this makes them watch for.our balty 
aan bing, and withall as ſharp fighted as Eag/es ro ſpy faults inus : Briefly, They 
, and put their own faults in that part of the Waller which is behinde chem z but 
amry ours, in the other part or end which is before them, Indeed (elf-cxaminarts 
Pha4 on would make thei judgements more charitable. , . <.- - » 
mch4 Fifthly, They delight in cenſuring and {laadering us: becauſe Saran(whe 
even} is their Gogh 2 Co7.4. 4. and their Pr-nce, Fob.14 30. and works in them big 
puny fleaſure, Eph. 2.2, 2 T1172. 26.) isever prompting them thereunto, AGF $.3+ 
ww Rev. 12.10, For it is Saran that ſpeaks in and by themy as once he &d by 
at hej the Serpent: It is his minde in their mouths his heart in their lips, Mat.16.23, 
chuſe} . And they being his Sons, Servants and Subjes. thirſt ro do him what hee 
nour and lervice they can. Nor cxn they pleaſure hing mere» it being th 
Is neef hopeful1eſt way to diſcourage men in the way.to heavens, quenchthe 
caſa] worions of Gods ſpicir, kill the buds and beg nhings of, grace, draw theme 
; £Vis| back to the world, and ſo by conſequence damn their ſouls, thac can be y to 
Nero! ſee that whatſoever they do or ſpeak 3 baſe conſtructions are made thereof. 
ſuch} Yereupon that ſubtil Serpent does like Maiminus who ſer on work certain 
wy tile perſons to accuſe the Chriſtians of hainous crimes, that ſo he mighe 
Xm 4] perſecure them with the mere ſh. ww of reafen. , True, they poor ſouls do nog 
know that Saran {peaks in and by them : As thoſe four hundred of Abate 
Prophets, in whom this evil ſpirir ſpake, did not knew that Satan ſpake by 
them, x Kings 22. 22. Neither aid Fuces know when he ext the ſop thac 
Nod| Sat:n exired into bim, and put it into hls heart to betray Chriſt, Zoba 13.2. 
| Saul Neither do Mgiſtrates ( when they caſt the ſervants of God int pri 
yhom fon ) once imagine that the devi{l makes them his jaylors; but he doth fo g 
xa he! whence that, Phraſe cf the Holy Ghoſt, The Devil ſhall caſt ſame of Jon tn 
hare' is priſon, Rev.2 10. They are his inſtruwenty bur he js the princ pal Auther. 
iffics| Neither did Ananzas and Sapbira once think that Satan had killed their hearay 
And| or put that lye into their mouths which they were ſtrook dead fory Aﬀe 5. 
ches?! the Holy Ghoſt cells us plainly that he did ſo,ver.3. Nog Eve-in Paradiſe bad 
not the leaſt ſuſpition that it was, Satan that ſpake to her by the Ser« 
pent; nor Adam that it was the Devils mimde in her moutty. when tempred 
1 thejto car the forbidden frun. Nor did Datad once dreayy that it was Satan 
lives] which moved bum to number the people, x Chron. 21. 1. Much lefſe did Peter 
hely; who ſo dearly loved Chriſt, imagine that he was ſet on/by Saran to. re | 
irery his own Lord and Maſtgr with thoſe affeRionate wards, Haſter, pitie thy 
' way [Ulf for if Chriſt had pitied himſelf, Peter and all the world had periſh 4: 
y pres yet he was ſo, which occaſioned Chriſt ro anſwer him, G't thre, bebinde me 
haveSetan, Matth, 16, 22, 23- 'Whence we may 2:gves That if Satan cart make 
ach iÞ'he beſt and, wiſeſt of Gods ſervants, do him-ſuch ſervice unwittingly 8 
madebelides their intention g' how much more can he make uſe of his ewn chit 
lins{Gen and ſervants who are hept by him Re fhrres aud taper oaptioe of _ 
a 


t Kin 
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his rvleaſure in, Eyhel. 2. 253 


their Dominjons. 


* One that ſormevly held it not e» 
novgh ts be bad himſelf, except he 
ratled at and perſicuttd the good ; 
bath now grven fin thouſand of theſe 
Bovks, ts clear the fight of others, 
who look upon! Religion and hol 
neſs with Satans Spectacles, Y' heree 
fore ſuch as will , need but call at 
James Crumps in Little Bartholo- 
news, in Well-yard, and hate thim 
gratis ſo long as they laſt ; and af- 
terwards ( at My. Cripps 64s Shop 
» Popes Head Ailey, alſo) ſor pence 
a peece, 


for innecency is no fhelrer againſt 


&s they fee othris ds : 


a A Liaf ſrom the tree of Life , 
of bis will 7's Tim. 2. 26. and whom be altogether ruleth and worketh 
. as I might give you inſtances of all ſorts. 
Our Saviour tells vs, that th:y ſhall think they do God ſervice, in perſecuting his 
ſervants 2s the Jews forme11y did in putting ku Prophets to death, John 16. 2. 
and experience ſhews that thouſands in theſe dayes doſo; and why did 
Saul m-þt bavock of the Church ? but in zeal to the traditions of bus Fathers, 
Gil. 1.14. There was a Monk poyſoned 
Germany with the Sacramental Bread, and thought he did G«d good ſer» 
vice in ſo doing : So did the Powder Traitors, when they intended to 
bfow up the whole Seate. Marimiman thought the blood of Chriſtians 
would be an acceptable ſac: ifice ro his _ 

France, and Philip the ſecond of Sparn, thought of the Lutherans blocd in 
In the foxth Council of Tolide, It was enaRed, T hat 
the K ng of Spain Ahould Wuffer none to live in hs Dominions, that Pro» 
felled not the Reman Catholick Kr ligion : Whereupon King Vhilip having 
hard!y «eſcaped fhipwrack, es he 1erurned trom the Low Countries, ſaid, he 
was de'ivered by the fingular providence of God to root out Luthrranſm, 
which he preſently began to do: proſefling that he had rather have ne Subje@s 
'then ſuch. And how could this be ? if Satan did not hold the Stern, 


So Francis the ſecond of 


* Ir is the uſvall let of the godlyro 
ſuffer for ſpraking of truth; bur the 
Drvels ſervants preyail moſt by tl. 
ling of lies; as when the Jews accu- 
ſed Paul to Agrippa ; they charged 
him with many thirgs, but proved 
nothing ; neither could they well mr 
der us, if fiſt they did ner falſly ate 
cuſe us; a5it fared with Jezebel rouch- 
ivg Naboth, and the wife of Potiphar 
touching Joſ ph. We read that the 
Chicf Priefts, Elders, and all the coun- 
ſel ſourht falſe witneſſes to atcaſe Chiſt 
of heinous evils, that ſo they might 
crucihe him by a Law, Matth.16.59, 
perfecutior, 


Again, Why do all the Seypints ſeed cenſire y and in cenſuring flag- 
der us ? bur that they may incite and ſtir up others ro do the like : Rev 
ſembling thoſe ancicm enemies of the Goſpel, who clad the Martyrs in the 
»kins of vilde Beaſts; ro aniwate the Drgs ro tear them : Nor will the 
piddy-hended mul ituac be wanting whar lyes in ther, for they lite ſo ms 
ny fools, have not beads (1 cient to dnt thim; and theietore do only, 
They aie a generation thar (fer marter of Religt- 
gion ) can feaicely diſcern b1tywiren they 1ight band and their lift : 
Ic fored » th thi fe fixſcore thouſand Ninewites, Jengh 4. 20 ] might heap 
pp Inftanees to prove how! fliorgly ard ſtrangely example prevoils , 1 


the 


my the levesth ,Emperour of 


the | 


wherewith to heal the Nation. | 19 


cowmirting of evill with ;gnoram periens, who are Ciſterns ro fin, 
— coo þ As in the Sodemites, mp4 4.10 13. In Korab and Fis 
150 follon ers : In Demetrius aad bis feltows, AAs 19. &c, Ard the like 
inour times» 2s how wany thouſands do cenſure and blaſj here the godly ; 
becauſe they hear others do {0? fer other 1enſen they can give rene. Thus 
| might go on in givirg you other reaſons of their cenſurirg and flander- 
ing us; 8s One In regard of Satan, who loſeth ſo many of his Subjects or 
C:prives as turn beleevers : ſor every repentant firner is as a priſener breke 
looſe from his chains of darknefle. | 
And another in regard of the World, which loſeth a I.mb or member 2 
when 3 convert will no longer accom} any them in their wicked cuſtcrs, 
I might alſo make it appear, that Atherſm-or Unbilief 16 another cauſe , 
Pal.z, 1.10 4- and 10. 4.216 94. 5, 67. Jchn &. 37. 2 Kings 18.35. Dan.3, 
is. Ex0d. 5, 2- Afis 19. 2-to 11. 1 Tim, 1.13, Speabing of 11th anether, 
1Kiygs 22. 8, 17» 23» 24326» 27. Jer. 26- 8, 9,12, and 38. 4» 5, 6- Amos g. 
10. ARs 17. 5.6 9, 13- and 22. 224 23, 2nd 23. 12, 13» 14. Gal. 4. 16. 
Miſpifron another, As 24. 14. and 26, 95 10s 115 24. Jer. 44+ 17, 18, 19, 
Wiſdem 5.4. Matth.13.55>56, 57. John 2. 19, 20421. and 3. 33 4+ and 7, 24. 
nd $ 15- and 16.2. 3 Iheſ. 2-11, 1 Cor. 2.7, $3143 155 16. Revel. 3-17. 
heaking off ſociety with they another, Gen. 39. 12. to 21. Val. 26. 4, 5, 
and 219. 115. Prov.33. 20. 2 Thef. 3. 6,14 1 Pet. 4. 4. The ſerpextin.c ſreachs 
| ing of ſome Miniſters anoiher , Jer. 5.31, and 8. 11. and 23.13, 145 to 37, 
Ezek. 22, 28. Matth. 9.34. Mark 13.23. John 5.43. As 20. 29530. 2 Cor, z, 
19.'1 Tim.4. 1233- 2 Per. ſecord chaprer. The ſcandalius lies if ſome Pre 
ſeſors another, Gen. 9g. 2 1;22. and 34-13. t031.1 Saw.2.12.t0 18. 2 Sam. x4, 
14 Match. 18.7. and 23. 3. 145 23» 24, 25» 27+ Flocing aſter [timons ano 
ther, Jobn 11. 48. ard 12, 19. t@$13.45- See mae Pſal, og, g, 
ind £9. 2, 3. Matth. 23. 13, 15. Luke 11. 52. Jehn 11.18. ard 12. 10, 11. 
Revel. 12. 17. as they make them : but 1 Fope | have faid cnergh x 


| Orly a Word more by way of caution ; ſer not your wit to theirs, if the 


evile you, revile not you again ; bur pray for them, as the Propher fer the 
lian Armie, 2 Kings 6. 20. Lord open the yes of theſe wen that they may 
ſee, Or as Stiphin tor his cncmies, Lord lay not this fin to their charge , 
As 7.60. Or as Chift for his murthirers y Luke 23. 34. Father forgive 
them, {or thy bnow net what thcy co. Yeagletyou ard 1 a1d allthat ſuffer jrom 
them ſend down v ater from our compaſſionate eyes, ard weep for them 
by whom we bleed : And well we may, fortheir caſe hath been ours; we 
were by nature the ſted of the ſerpent ; if we are new charged to be of the 
wowans ſeed , whom way we thank for it? re our ſelves: Ged found no- 
thing in us bur enmity, 1 Cer. 15. 10, Fem. 7.1925. Ard whereas he 
might have left us in that periſſing cendition ( being bourd to none ) ard 
have cheſen them ; he hath of his free grace adopted vs, and ( for the 1 re- 


Sy- 


F = left them : Whats the reaſen ? ſurely no reaſon can be piven, but O the 


depth | Only this is ſure, Ir is a werey beyerd all expreflien! On ) loul, thou 
baſt ror 10cm cnovgh for thank tulnelle ! 
FINIS 
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